Literary Work

This article was fully abreast with the Evolu-
tionary thought of the time. Since his first reading
of Buckle in 1859, Fiske had made a careful study
of the philosophy of Auguste Comte, in the light
of Mill and of Lewes; and he had also followed
Spencer, so far as Spencer had developed his theory
of Evolution. All this line of philosophic thinking
based on science was known as "Positivism," and
was supposed to reflect the philosophic vagaries of
Comte. We shall see later the difficulties both
Spencer and Fiske had in freeing the doctrine of
Evolution from any implied affiliations with the
Positive Philosophy of Comte. This article bears
evidence of Fiske's study of Comte, but it has none
of the vagaries of the latter. Nor has it any marks
of juvenility. The argument is clear, compact, and
logical;in its arrangement, while the style is re-
markably simple and easy in its flow. There is no
suggestion of pedantry in it; no attempt at fine
writing. In short, the article has all the marks of
a skilled, practised debater, As such it at once ap-
pealed to Professor E. L. Youmans, the champion
in this country of the doctrine of Evolution, and
was by him sent to Spencer, as evidence that the
light of Spencer's philosophy was breaking in
America. We shall see later that both Spencer and
Lewes were desirous of knowing who wrote the
article.

Fiske's next literary effort was not until near
the close of his senior year. By this time he was
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